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The Greatest Cavalry Battle of Modern
Times, at Brandy Station June 9, 1 86

The advent of June, 1JÖ3, found t
federal Army uudei üenoral JosephJlo< ker, and thai ol thi Conlodoral
under General Lee. occupying tinrespective camps nri the rAuppalia

r:. i».. were w.

in a JIspt
"I would

and their <<

I. and as a pi
N. Duffle, a

lilt Offii .¦ r. W'l
nnoltc.ring fc

crossed the rlver without siH-
ipposltlon, ami proceeded within
of five miles of th» town of Cut-

The reronno^ssance. or Intel-
e from :t. was sufficiently Je-

>f Hram

leral cavalry should know. Ab

ffle'a (iafe return reached the h*
irters of the Federal Army. Gap

mint front two dl ctlons, to attack
whatever onfederäte tore.- might he
encamped In the vicinity of Culponcri
Captain DalRh ren was directed to ac¬
company General Pleasanton until he
had redressed the river.

For this expodillon there were ns-

si-fhed t" Pleasanton, In addition to
the cavalry corps at-.d horsn artillery
< t the Army of the Potomac, two bri-
p.idea of Infantry, under command! re-
fpecttvely, .< Brigadier Generals \.
Ames au D. A. Russell, numbering
A 500 muskets, 3,000 under the former
and l,S00 under the latter The rcgl-
i.iehts assigned to Riissell were tak' i

from thro army corps.the First,
Second nil 1 Sixth. Six batteries took
part In the movement.
The orders Irani Hor>kef Were

deemed unsafe to he seht by tote¬
's raph, ami so were intrusted to the
hands of the young and fearless Dal-
Hhren. They road in pan as follows:
.1- votii the most tellable information at
these headquarter*, tt 's recommended
isät you cross the Rappahunnock at
Bevohiy and Kelly's Fords, and iuni
(l|r'< tly on Culpcpcr. I"or this yoit Wlil
divide jour cavalry tone as you think
proper to carry Into execution the ob¬
ject in view, which Is to .llsporsi and
destroy the rebel force assotnbk'd in
the vicinity of Culpeper, and to th
stroy his trains and supplies of all
descriptions to the utmost of youi
ability."

In anticipation of tin s. Instruction«
and iritpat'ent o( iu!> delay iri under'
taking their accomplishment, I'lOas-
atiton had the same day notllled the
general commanding: "Lot us act soon,
arid please telegraph any Instruct! rts
My people are all ready to pitch in.'
The day following' the entire force
was In motion toward.* i h,. Kappa-1
hannock Agreeably to Hooker's In¬
structions li was divide 1 into two
bodies, one of which pursued the
Toad.< through Fftiiquicr county lead-
Ing to Kelly's Ford, and tie other!
those leading to Beverly's Ford, -ts
or sev en miles above. These troop?.
thus divided, bivouacked on the night
of the Mh. ready to eros.s the river:
at r. o'clock the following morning
The body dlrerted to cross at the
tipper ford was commanded by Brig-Rdjer-Genora! .lohn Buförd, and cor,-
ristrd of three brigades of cavalry
(thirteen regiments), a brigade of In-I
fantry (Ames's) of rtve regiments, and
four batteries. This command having
in it Ploasanton's opi brigade, ho ac¬

companied it In person
The force directed to. crops nt the

lower ford (Kelly's) was placid undet
command of Brigadier-General David
McM Gregg, ,ind comprise 1 two <i>-
visions .f cavalry (twelve regiments),
three regiments of Infantry and two
batteries of Hghi artillery

Th' enure e.-unm.ind directed by
rieaenhton.thirty-three regiment* nn.1
six batteries represented twelve
States of the Union, vis Maine. Mas¬
sachusetts, Rhode Islsnd. Now York.
Pennsylvania New Jerse: Maryland.
West Virginia, District of Columbia,

Ohio, Illinois Indiana and Wtsconan,Now York and Pennsylvania furnished
seven regiments each, and Massachu-
setts and Wisconsin three each. Therewe're, besides of United states Regu¬lar, four regiment* and lour bat-
terles.
These troops were in excellent con¬dition! admirably equipped with arms,

ammunition and horses. Nothing that
the quartermaster, commissary andordnance departments of the goverh-
I.t could suppl) was lacking to lit.
tliein "i- th« enterprise thai l:.-> be-
fori them, in most. If not all. of the
reg.ntK the men wer« clad In ri< w>
uniforms, and had their laces cleanlyshaven, and appeared as If they were
III ri id'hcss foi Inspection, "r a grandreview, rather than the rough en-

i were the eor.dltions under
i«hi'h ihe men who followed pieasan
:ton. Bufdrd an Orrgg spread their

tt I < t- on the night of the Mh Of
;.luri.. and laid down to rest, many
light-hearted fellows who did so r>e-
.ng all unconscious that they would!
r.evei da t hr ilk* again.

Wlitis t the Federal commander was
mak.nn these dispositions of his
trq< and preparing f<-.r a sudden and
Con ertcd dash on 'he line: held by

.. Southern cavalry the followng
e^ornlr.sr. these latte,- wer« »neaxe..1
irlhg this hr'.f.ht June die In a grand

review, under the «y»s of General
L.*e and other prominent generals of
r.s arm}1 A train from Culpeper arid
Orange with v'«ltors. including many
ladles. Mr.«! on the track ti»hv thej reviewing stand, the lone double lln*«
I ri which (Stuart marshalled hi* rneh,

- with Generals L»», Hampton and
:<tbers galloped pa.'t. wer» truly Im-
posing In appearance When th<>se
lines were broken Into platoons and
marched In review, first at a walk.
tcnln at a trot and then a' a gallop.
the scene became grandly iti*rdrinpA rh'mlc battle. In which Hampton
led a regiment In a charge e>n 1 bat¬
tery, eiosed the splendid pageantry of
the day. These men retired at night,
hungry and weary and needing rest
after the excitement and vigorous «x-

through which they had passed.
They comprised ft'y* brigades com-

rr... ded by Brigadier-Generals Fttz
,l.e.. Wude Hampton. W. Ii K Lee. J.
U. Jones and P H Robertson; the lat¬
ter having but two regiments. The
entire force numbered R.SOO men They
Mere from Maryland Virginia. North

I Carolina, south Carolina and Ge rgla,
and in one haltety were men from New
lob ans itestdei tills battery I'-.-o
were four others.
The»e brigades btvouaCed in the

vlclnltv of the (Uree fotiis of the Rap-
pahannock. nearest to Brandy Station,(with the arlllery ur.d-r M»:or R. K.
Beckham on the roa,i leading to
B.cverley's, and near Fit. James Church,
r .: r the artillery were the regiments
of Jones's brigade, one of which, the
Sixth Virginia, furnished the rq.un.dron
under Captain Bruce Gibson, which,
te a a placed or picket duty at the above
'ord Captain \\ illH'm White, from
one of Itöbui tron's North Carolin'1.
regiments, v r, 1 or, guard with ft squad-
ion nt K l'.v'r Ford.
So well had the movements of the

Federals been covered, and so silently
thjsy approached the vicinity of the

i'iviVi that no knowledge of their ad-
vance had reached ilrneral Stuart,
Both he and hl« command slept during
the night of the 8th all unconscious of
the rudi awakening In store for tllcih
next morning.
AceordlnR to the preconcerted plan

the men with Buforj and those with
Orifegg were put in motion without
hugle note, or other noise to give the
alarm, at I o'clock A. M.. and proceed¬
ed to the two fords which It was pro-
p b tney would cross simtiltaneous-
i; A iniainko as to the rllfht road bv
jhb r-t Gre-sg'.s brigades.that under
Duffle.delayed his column so that 11
W'as not at the ford a* early as was

emplated. Nothing, however, re¬
tarded Ruford's march, and In the twl-
ght i.f thi early morning two squad¬

rons of Hit sixth New Vork Cavalry,
with which rode the daring young
lutlghrcn and George A. Cuatcr seni in
ri ..in... wound quietly down the bill
to the ilver and dashed across. They
occived the lire ot the Confederate

Iti : und rapidly followed them, as
; 11 y retreated, arousing Captain Glb-json and his men on the hill. The men
i.i the Sixth New York were closely,
followed by the l'.lghth New Vork and
lClghth Illinois Regiments, and Captain
Gibson, dcspiti ti bold attempt to re-,hlnrd them, found II necessary to fall
buck in huste While doing .=0 there]was a busy stir aniohgthc other stjuad-
rons of the Sixth Virginia Regiment,
und mounting in hm haste, Colonel C.
K. Flournoy with these rquadrons has-:
tended tn Gibson's support; and with!
Stich of liif. men as were at hand. Ittelthe advancing Federals within 30i^yards of Iu» camp. With this encoun-
let was now f.nriy begun the heaviest
a net riioM hotly contested cavalry bat-
tie ever fought on the- American s.-il
The .lash of Flournoy's squadron;dot" ii ii.- road on which the New York:

and Illinois regiments uero boldly ad-]vancliig was quickly followed by those!
01 the Seventh Virginia, undor Colonen
Thomas Mat-shall which regiments ad¬
vancing on '.he (eft of the sixth, pushed
forward until checked by a body of
sharpihooters deployed in the woods.

Tile prompt and spirited action of the
men under Flournoy and Marshall had
an important bearing on the fortunes
of the day In giving time to tho ar-;
tlllerlsta under Major Beckham to *x-l
trlealfl their guns, .»ndinorcred by the'
rapid advance of ihe. Federals; anel'
also In the killing of Lieutenant R. O.!
Allen, of Company D, sixth Virginia
Cavalry; of Colonel B. p. Davis, who
was leading the foremost brigade- In]thi advance from the river. One of
Captain Hart's guns, planted In the
road and opening Are on the Federal
columns, materially aided In holding
tb.eni |. check. At 6 A. M. Fleatianton
Wired Hooker "Knemy has opened with
artillery Colonel Davis is badly;
w oiindei) "

The two regiments which bad open-,
»»d the engagement ..the Eighth New
Vork and F.lchth Illinois.wore speed¬
ily joined by a battallcn of the Thlil

Indiana, a squ.i/lrou of the Third West
Virginia, the N^jith Now York and Ui«
Seventeenth Fennsylvanla. Uutaeh-
monts of a trust's Infantry regiments
were deployed on either Bldo. of Iii«
wooded road. These troops Welc tlono-
ly supported by tour regiments of
United States regulars The Sixth
fennsylvanla Cavalry, under Lleuteu-!
ant-Colonel .-irolth was advanced lo the
front, and through an open field made
a dash of cottspicuour gallantry on
Beckham'« well served guns, and
through an interval between Jones's
and Hampton's lines, swept beyond
these guns. The Confederates clo.-ing
In from each side quickly dispersed
them.
Beckham's pieces began nc« to sh«u

the woods furiously in the direction of
rr.. föderal luie. and the Eleventh Vir-'
ginla under Lomax. tr.e Twelfth under
Ilarman and White's Battalion. alt
under the eye ot Stuart, were succe.;-
r ively hurled against It. Meanwhile.,
the ground occupied by the Federals
was extended towards their left, both
th< Infantry and the regular.- being
hurried Into position, and the carbi-
nctj-s and Infantrymen, taking advant-jagi of the cover afforded by the woudt,'
pressed forward uguitir.t the'u regi-
inonts with vigor. They were met by
.- icc< iSlve charges «>r. tho pan of the
mounted rriori of Jones's brigade, and
by several squadrons dismounted as
sharpshooters ur. well-
While the conflict was raging along

th< Bovcrly Road. Goheral Wade Hamp¬
ton had takcu position with three of I
ills reglrnints (First North Carolina.
C( id) a..,) Jefl Davis legion-), and hav¬
ing dismounted a body ol sharpshoot-

s. pushed them forward on the right
ol tilt nhovc road, and engaged the
Infantry in his tront. Th.. Jeff Davis
legion followed quirkly In Suypert ol'I the line of sharpshooters, checking tho
Federal llae which had begun to force
t n< rii ba.-A The timely arrival or
Colonel Black, with the First South
Carolina Cavalry, made this effort the
more effectual In checkink this lin<
This activity on the part of Hamp¬

ton regiments In resisting the Fed-;
cral advajice on the right of Jones's
line of flri was not grwater then Gen-"
era.1 W J|. K. I a.-* now found necessary
in order to re-lst the vigorous advance
on the toft, where dismounted cavalry-
and Infantry presset forward through:
the ronroaltng and pr"tec,tlng timber.
Detarfirnr-nts of the severnl regiments
'. brigade.Ninth. Tenth. Thir¬
teenth Virginia Cavalrv and P'cond
North CVirollna.were dl.-mount»d and
haftende) forward to oppope Ruford's
infantry and dismounted hörnerner, on
a line, reaching toward th" river and
forming a rich', angle with Jones's
line. ,ij3d became engaged at short
ung» The resistance to th». Federal
iilvatrv thus offered by Lee's men on
f.iot. ablv led by Colonel John Fj
Charabhr*. Jr was weil supported by a
section of Breathed s battery which

lt.- mlfSils into the woods, and
with deadly effect also on the Federal
horses In the field b<1o-«- The position
of W H F Lee's brlgad- threatened
the Clank and rear of Buford's line,
which that general beiran now to re-
Inforc-s with the Eighth Illinois Cav-
airy and detachments of Ames's Infan¬
try.
The determined and effective resist¬

ance which had been met by Buford'
"ntlre Im», with Eec confronting him
on the right of his position, und es-
poclnJly by Jones In the centre, with
Hampton on th» left, caused a lull in
the norm of battle, and Fleasantonjhaving wired to Hooker, the latter at
12 noon reported to Halleck. .'Briga¬
dier-General Flensanton reports that
after n severe encounter with the
r« bei cavalry over Beverly Ford. he. has
not beer; able to make head ogair.st u.
Iis reports that his movement was an¬
ticipated. The experience of his
troops atn this encounter he also ex¬
pressed to Hooker as 'a perfect hor-
iii fs nest."
Developments during this lull In tha!

tattle r.emed to portend a tkree and
sanguinary struggle for tho elevated
ground held b> W H. F. Let's regt-1
ments. Colonel Lomax. with the'
Eleventh Virginia R-g;mont. hid been
seilt by General Stuart to strengthen
this line, and Colonel T. T. Munt'orJ.
«Ith two regiments of Fit.-. Lee's brig¬
ade, had bctn ordered to move In
closer from the opposite, side. Op¬
posed tu these reglhieuts, and for
the most part concealed by woods,
wire, assembled the Eighth Illinois,
Sixth Pennsylvania, First. Second, Fifth
and Sixth United Stales Cavalry, with
whom also opt.rated tin- Second and,Tlilrd Wisconsin Infantry.
An attack by these troops, and a]general advance of Buford's entire;

line only awaited the knowledge on:
Pleas..nton's part that the long-delay¬
ed brigades of General Gregg were!
coming to his support This inlelli-jger.ee reached him about noon, and ha'
promptly wired Hooker: "General Gregg
has Joined me. and I will now attack
the enemy vigorously with my whola
force."
Whilst Pleasanton with Buford. on

the hills above Beverly's Ford, was
baffled and held in check by Stuart's
three brigaoss. during the morning
hours of June ft. it !s proper to note
how the co-operating force under,Gregg had been engaged. A passago
at Kelly's Ford had been readily ef-
fecisd at 6 A M.. and this was duly re¬
ported to Stuart through Brigadier-,General Robertson.
Colonel A. N. Duffle led the advance

of Gregg's troops. W.Ith the First
Rhode Island Cavalry. Sixth Ohio und
First Massachusetts. A section or
Pennlngton's battery followed these
regiments, supported by the ThirdPennsylvania Cavalry. Duffle's order*
were to move on Stovensburg, whilst
Gregg, with the larger part of his'
'command-, proposed turning 'to the
right at a point called Maddcn's and
taking tli» road leading to Brandystation, where ho expected to form a
Junction with Pleasanton.

Briradler-General Russell, with hH
infantry brigade, arter leaving 500
men to, protect the road behind these
commands, was directed to move to-'
wards Brandy Station on a road ncar-
hi the tlver than the one by whichGrogs ma.ri.iied
The progress of the three columns

Ir.to which Gregg's force was now dt-
vldcd. though duly communicated to
Stuart, appears not to have affecte'*
him with serious apprehensions. It Is
manifest that he counted, however
.ii nly. on General Robertson's com¬
ma ml to retard the movement on thu
station. Nevertheless, whilst with Lee.
Hampton and Jones, he was defend¬
ing his position against Buford anil
Ames In front Gregg's columns wer«
seriously threatening tt from the rear,
and Duffle's advance towards Stevens-
hurg was scarcely less endangering h',3
line of communication wl»h Culpeper
The advance of the Fedoral troopsfrom Kelly's Ford led General Stuart

to detaeh the First South Carolina
Begiment. under Colonel Black, from
th» lln* facing Buford. a.nd to send It
forward on the road leading to the
above ford. General Robertson, with
his two regiments, was also s^nt in
thtj direction. Colonel Butler, with
the Serond South Carolina Cav¬
alry, was he'.d in reserve at Brandy
Station, but the advance on Stevens
burg by Duffle led to an order directing
l im to hasten to assist In cheeking It.
colonel W C. Wlekham with trot
Fourth Virginia Cavalrv wart s<*nt Ini
support of Butler -!
A prudent precaution was taken to

huvo tho division wagons loads,] and'
moved out on tho road to Ctilpeper.

lit advance ot Duffle's column MajorStanhope, ot tho aixth Ohio Cavalry,proceoood with llttiu Interruptton t<>
stevensburg, where ho nat aime-at km*
mediately attacked by Lieutenant-Col¬
onel Frank Hampton, of tho UCCond
South Carolina Regiment, with a email
Uetachment. Tho Unto squadron tell
back until they joined thi main bodyoi l>uiiie s inen, belog pursued also by
Major T. J. Ltpicomb, of Iiampt na
Lugiiiieiit. who ii** -i Ii ivi ed cut
Ho rn oir. Butler's sharpshooters, In
order to confront those or DuMla, wore
deployed on either silo of Ilia road,
a.id became rupidiy ptosied aim torccd
to tall back through the woods into tho
open Holds. A simultaneous charge,
wub now made by the Fli.t Rhode Is
land, on thu right, the First Jlasaa-
chusetts on the lett. ai,I a part of the
Sixth Ohio tu thu road. Lieutenant-
l oloucl Hampton, with his small du-
etaohment of South Carolinians, now
boldly charged down the road In the
face of tho Ohloaiis exp iseO lu a Uro
t'.i front aria, on either side.
He waa mortally wounded in tho

charge and hie men broken Into du-
01 :¦ by th« hoavy force ooufrontlng
Ilium, retreated perclpitately. v. t»ii»i
Lutier was thus endeavoring to Check
the advance ot" Duffle's heavy regi-
nients, Colonel Wlckham reached the
scene with tne fourth Virginia, tho
line of his march being along a narrow
by-road through a d«sn ;.ao of pine.
His column had been baited and one
sqUadron sent to strengthen Butler's
skirmish lino, when the South Cro-
lianlans In their ret, .u dashed üown
or. his mounted in >, Lhem
into Immediate disorder ire regiment
was cut In twain by the unsot ot Ihn
ederal squadrons, thi situation waa

unfavorable to forming the broken
tanks. th« plr»e woods obscured from
many of the men the numbers attack¬
ing them. .»nd the men from Khodo Is¬
land. Massachusetts and uhlo dashed
tcrward with boldne- Tho resUlt was-
that Wlekham's men. excepting the
Squadron which had b op sent already
to the left, were stampeded, one part
in the direction of Stevensburg and the
Other towards Carrion Mill The road
being n^w eiear'd. the troops und, r
Duffle resumed tho march to Stevens-
burg. ;The men of the P"-.->r>d North Caro¬
lina and Fourth Virginia were quickly
rallied, and directed by «'o!«»r»«l Butler,
v,. r-- interposed between Stevenaburg
r,nd Brandy Station, being toiccd at
times to yield ground to the pre:Sirr».
0* the six reglm*nts opposing them,
and the guns ot Perinlhgton and Cltrke.
which subjected th»m to a continuous
shelling.
Among the casualties Inflicted by

Fer.nington's guns were those made by'
the first shot, which tiktng effeet on

Captain W. D Farley and Colon-i M
C. Butler, who had met in the road,
caused tho latter the |nr.f Dj a lf-jr and
the foimer hla life. The brave Farley
dying on the Held exhibited a calm-,
ne-s rid heroism In k> "nine with hid
noble coolness and Courage In battle. jWith his two regiments now reduaail
by the loas of sixty-two men, «ppoaiiv«
Dulfle's six, nothlr.K mor°. could, na
done by Colonel Wtckharo. who had
succeeded in command after Butler's
wounding, than to wsteli the Feien* l
movements, and strike as nccask.n
miaht offer. D iflie was preparing for
t charge with the First MaasachuaeLta
i.eglme-nt on Wickham's lino, when a
courier from Gregg summoned him to
hasten with his commands to hU uip-
port. The direct and short route to
reach Gregg lay glorig the read held
by Wlckham. Duflli chosej the b>n«
arid circuitous road ver which ho aad
marched in the morning by Madd»m's.
with J. Irw in Greggs brigade tn tho

with two guns to cover hit re.

treat, he slowly retraced his stepii to¬
ward Brandy Station, with Wickna.n
following closely and retarding his
movement; and then probably art i.: tins
In an important measure thi nnal issue
of tho day.
During Dutlle'l advance or. S»;Vcrii-

buig iiid sklrniishes in that vicinity,
General Gre^g having turned ito the
right at Madden's, was directing hla
column to Brandy Station. Wick barn's
bilgade was ill advance, und Captain I'.
Vu.-ke Jones, of the First New Jersey
Kegimcnl, led tiie advance gu wit so

swiftly and clevorly that the aj.proaoh
of these troops was not dlacovored, or
.:l least reported, by any ConCodoratQ
vldotte. General Robertson, contniand-
ing south ol the railroad towartja Kcl-
i) S Ford, bad not seen tit to gm.rd this
road, and a guard ordered by Gen ral
Stuart to be placed at the station, from
.-oino unexplained cause net Cr i,m
there. Halt a mile or so beyond lh
station on a £t.i.lu.i!iy a&cendi nt ei..t-
ner.ee was Feetwodd; Generai stuait s
headquarters. Hero Major it, B. Mc-
Clellan, his assistant adjutant-general,
hud been left oh the lookout. a,,d two
Pieces of Chew s Battery vnith scant
.supply of arrunuhllon defended! the hill.
Lieutenant J. \V. Carter commanded
I leso uioii opportunely placudl tuns.
With Ploasanton and Bufor.-d assail¬

ing froni tne north, and tttie he,- of
Stuart's position attacked o> Gregg,
Wyndham and ICllpatrtck from Lhe
soutbj it was as if the formblabW Jaws
ot a huge vice were rapidly closing t°
crush tue already r.ard fowa.ht Cornea-
i nie line.
Numerous groves bordci-ias tho road

over which ur^j'a iroisps moved con-
ccaled his approach until Lhe leading
regiment of Wyndham's brigade emerg¬
ed Into tiie open counuy around
Brandy Station. When t.hls regiment
appeared to tho small giNiup ot t.'on-
!i de rates, on i he hill, Carter* s guns open
ed tire at once on thoni. and on tho
Federal side two pieces or tiiu sixth
New Vork Battery were placed In poat-
tion under Lieutenant M. P, CTarkis.
and returned Carter's tire. The resound¬
ing echoes of those guhfl gave Stuart
and his troops opposing D-utord abund¬
ant warning that the error ny had guln-
ed their rear.
Tue presence of, Co nf.tti crate guns on

the heights appears to have led (in Sn'
and Wyndbain to con*;luJo that thu
position was more f«M,mtdabli than
was true. At any ifr.tc. theie was
some hoaltatlon on thcai- part, or delay
in arranging for a cbg rge. Tho mo-

ments thus stained wow oi lnoalcul-
bit value to Stuart. They emablod

him to detach the Twelfth Virginia
Kegtment. under Coloqiol A. VV iiat
man. from tho line Oonifronting Buford,
and to send them at a gallop to tho
new point of danger., and to hatten
Colonel White with the Thirty-fifth
BattaJon to hla support. These two
commands, undaunted by the desperate
encounters of thu meaning, moved un¬
der spur to gain the. Fleotwood hill.
As they galloped to wards th'.s rest

from ono side. Major- C. H. Russell, on
the other, led a squn. Iron of the First
Maryland Cavalry Into Brandy Station,
whilst the remalndif-r, of the rcpiment
Under Lleuten.int-Col.onel Deen;.,. the
First Now Jersey ur.ider Maior .lan*-
way. and th« First. Pennsylvania, un¬
der Colonel C P. Hlaylor. charged up
tho hill on eich sblo of the Fleetwood
house In magnlrlcenj order Lieutenant.
Carter having e-:hg.usted his ammun!
Hon. was forced to retire with bin
iis these i-cglmentri with their fluttcr.-
inp. irtildoiis dashed; up on e-Hber -id« of
the house that crowns the hill. No
sooner had the \) ederals gatned the
hill-top than thojl were In cla?h with
Rarman's roRlnwt t. which, however,
was struns: oui a oolnmns of fours and
ur.able to cope mftth the solid mats

Which they ..noountered They worn'
thrown rapMliy into confusion and iv-
.-oiling boCoro th« heavy odds winch
they had encountered greatly disar¬
ranged a Miuadron of White's battat-
lcII Which tnoy met riding gallantly to

supixirt. Despite this mishap,
\» hito and Harraan renewed the con¬
test for |ir>isosolon of Hie hill und only
retired when In «langer of being sur¬
rounded, with tnoir squadrons partly
mixed thecv fell buik to roform. liar-
man on oiso side of tho lull and While
On the ottuor. They were quickly ready
to renew th» charge, which Itarman
led on the Eastern side, from which
h was »nc. a to retreat, being him¬
self wounded White, sweeping around
the westtarn side of tho hill, charged
t... ;. sues of the Sixth New York Bat-'
tery luuirr b-utcnant tiaike. which
were uoti In position at tho foot of tho'
h'll. IDs command was soon sur-|
rounded and had to cut Uieir way out
in a Uesj-.orato hand to-hand encounter.

tn tl»is exciting contest. Colonel
.losoph W. Martin, of the Sixth New
\ ork Battery, had been pushed for-!
ward with two guns to take position
near Lloutenant Clurko In co-Operatton
with Utiu regiments of Wyndhatn on
the lcfS; and Lieutenant J. Wade Wil¬
son, with the two remaining guns ot
th«, siurno battery, had been advanced
l«i a commanding position on the right
In conjunction with the brigade of Kit-
Patrick. At this juncture fCllpatrlck'sregiments. First Maine, under 1 olonel
Doughty. .Sccoti.i N-.w York (Lteuten-
nnt-Colonel Duvlcs) Tenth New York
CUlolxl.uhaut-Colonel lrv;r:o). nndOrton's
company, of District ot Columbia c,v.
airy, were passing forwaid In spl n-
dld style en echelon in fetnforcemoht
f.f Windhams brigade, and to miller itn
the mastery of the hill. The First New
Jersey Cavalry had pressed beyond the
front of the principal conflict, and
were In possession of the heights In
the vicinity of the Rarbour house, some
rt-rUnnco west of the Fleetwood hill,
and their advanced position ser'. is
a rsignol of cheer to the five, regiments
hastening to their support.
Meanwhile, on the Confederate alar

tho broken ranks ot the Twelfth Vir¬
ginia and White's Battalion wero
agiiln reforming to rem w the trite,
Cnlonej Flournoy. with four squadrons
of the Sixth Virginia, under llamp
to.n's orders, was leaving tn. 11
fr»ontlt.g Buford, and by direction ot
.Stuart, bearing to the left, so as to
r.i.rike a body of Federals beyond the
railroad. Colonel Lomax. w ill the
Eleventh Virginia Rcglmclt, « is ad¬
vancing on the farther side ot the
Fleetwood hill, on the fight i iwarda
t);« Barhour hous"; Colonel Yiuns,
le.ding Cobb's Legion, having also
withdrawn from In front of Buford.
was dashing In column of squadron.,
towards the Fleetwood hill, '"oionel
i'.:.rck. at the head of the First South

irollna Cavalry, was closely foiiow
ir.g Young. Hart's Battory was rush-
Ing un.l.-r spur along side of Cobb's
Legion, and sections ot McGregor's and
Chew's batteries a.lsn hastened into
positions on the hotly dispute dcrest.

Scarcely had these, guns been un-
limbeted before the New Jersey regi¬
ments in their advanced positlon'fotind
themselves prisscd by Jones's regi¬
ments and their way of retreat down
tiie hill blocked by the sudden ria^h of
the men under Young and Black. They
onsequently rode tumultuoutly down

the narrow ridge, taking the Confed¬
erate guns tn the fLnk. pressing be¬
tween caissons and pieces, and causing
a general iheleej In which sabres, pis¬
tols, gun-rammers, sponge-starts and
whatever else could bo seized, served
k weapons Unsupported as they were,

the cannoneers In this encounter de¬
fended themselves and their guns with

.! g'ular coolness, bravory '.rid skill;
nd Federal troopers unhorsed, killed,
wounded and captured gave, proof ol
their Individual prowess.
The pressure of Jones s regime:.ts

or the one side, and of Young s und
Black's on the other, caused the two

.. ral brigades to yield thoir hard-
\.on ground, and they retreated bn-
>ond the railroad, where a now dan¬
ger awaited them. General Hampton,
with his two remaining regiments, the
FlrSt North Carolina (Colonel Baker),
and Jeff Davis Loglon (Lleutonant-Col-
ohel Waring), having abandoned his
line on Buford's extr. rue loft, hasten¬
ed to add a blow' In those, already be¬
ing dealt to Gregg'a troops. Ho ac¬
cordingly swept around to llie left "f
the Fleetwood hill, and passing over
tin railroad, hurled thero regiments
In magnificent fashion against the right
of the Federal line, creating no small
i onfuslon and making Important rap¬
tures. Perhaps no more spirited or
brilliant charge than this wa8 made
during all this br.ttle.
During these determined charges.

th< earth shook with the tramp of dash¬
ing regiments, from a single point or
view nearly 7.00" horsemen contend¬
ed in battle, forty or more battle
(lags nr.d guidons fluttered in the air.
thousands of flashing sabres gleamed! Ill the sunlight; the rattle of carbines
and pl-tols mingled with the roar of
cannon, riderless horses dashed wild¬
ly this way and that; aimed men
wearing the blue and the gray bo-
cm" mixed in promiscuous confusion,
the surging ranks fwayed up and
clown the sides of Fleetwood hill, and
dense clouds of smoke and dust rose
na a curtain to cover tho tumultuous
und bloody scene.
A critical inommt In the contest

for the heights was reached when
Cobb's Legion, under Y'oung. and tho
Eleventh Virginia, under Lomax, one
i'n Hie or..- side and the other on ttie
other, dashed upon the three pieces
of the Sixth New York Battery, under
Martin und Clark, and oompelled th ir
surrender, not. however, until only six
of the thirty-six brnvo cannoneers re¬
mained to defend them Lomnx's charge
bore Iiis fing beyond the captured guru
into and beyond Brandy Station, from
v. nlcli WyhdhanVs men were retreat¬
ing. There was no rallying of the Fed¬
erals to drtvo back tho men In this
charge ot to recapture tho lo-t guns
Colonel Flournoy. with four squad-

rehs of his regiment, having ridden
ovor tho guns under Lieutenant J.
Wade Wilson, supporting Kltpatrtck
or. the left, had been forced by over¬
whelming numbers to relinquish these
pieces. i. ;t n, nornl Hampton In that
quarter of tho field with tho First
North Carolina Regiment and the Jeff
l'axis Legion, had thrown Kllpatrlok'S
column Into eonfuUou. captured num¬
erous prisoners, a stun I of colors tuid
Lleut-Col. Irvine, of the Tenth New
vork Cavalry. Hampton's turuier vig¬
orous movement was checked by the
(Ire of Beckham's guns on the hllL
nhftre tno dense clouds of dust pre¬
vented the gunners from distinguish¬
ing friends from foes.
Tho effect of tho charges made by

Colonel Flournoy and General^ Hamp-
ron beyond the railroad appear In the
report! of Colonel Jacob B. Swltzer,
of the Sixt y-gecnnd Pennsylvania In-j(entry, who states; "Clouds of dust
Were seen approaching from tho same
direction, then down tho road at full
speed come tho ti3tinl crowd of mount¬
er: countfaWanpS, camp-follower* and

'stragglers. Omhs genus. . » .

shouting, 'We are nil cut to pieces;
the rebels aye romlng,'" et .. Tiiesa
charge* against tho right of Grrgg'?
line probably lei to the disorderly re-

j trrfll on another road, reported by Co|.
one! A N. Duffle "in approaching the
ro.id leading from the Stevensbnrg
R.nci to Brindv Station." "aid be, "I
found one- aquad; on of the; Tenth Ni w

Vork Cavalry moved up with packl
mules. II-el rig In tho greatest disord¬
er . * * t'pon inquiring the cause, l
was Informell that the flank hud b- eilcharged by a party of the enemy and,been thrown into tho greatest cori-|fusion. Thlu detained mo for half anhour."

Duffle's arrival in the vicinity of]Brandy station, while too lato to as-i
s'st f.r.'cg In maintaining his position
on tiie bill, happened most opportunelyto cover his withdrawal to F.tappa.-hunnock Ford, towards which hl3 rcgl-'
inents now began an orderly and un-
dltturbed retreat. The battle on this,part of tho Meld was now < nded.

In the language of Stuart: "The con¬
ti st for tho hill was long and aplrited.'
Major 11. B. McClellan, Stuart's as lat¬
ent adjutant-general, declared: "Mod-
trn warfare cinnot furnish an Instance
of a Held more closoly. more valiantly
contested." Goneral Oregg said "As¬
sailed on all sides, the men stood to
their guna nobly. Thus, for an hour
and a half was the contest continu¬
ed . * . In determined charges."
Major Beaumont, of the First New Jer¬
sey Cavalry declared tho engagement
"to bo tho hardest fought cavalry bat-;
tie over fought In this country."
Whilst tho brave men under Oregg

and Wyndham wero contending. ., h ui
beer, shown, on the summit and slopes

Fleetwood hill, un.i Dnllle was mov¬
ing to their support. It hud not been
Mutet on the eide next to Boverly'S Ford,
whore since enrly dawn Generals lohes
«nd W, H. F. t.oo had conlront'd the
cavalry. Infantry and four battcrlo
tinder Hufoid. On this line c; neral
Pleasantoh had not been unmindful of
lilt message to Hooker, wired at IZ.'x
. '. M, that he would "attack vig rrOU!
IV with his "whole force."
The massing of tronps In front of

'Vi Mi F, Lee's poeltton preliminaiy to]tht.« vigorous attack by Pleasanton's
whole force, and the wlthdraway of:
Lomr.x'a regiment fre>n> l,er>»s ,tlne,
leaving a road unguarded on his right,
compelled the latter Renoral to shorten
his line by falling back to higher
ground nearer to the FleotWOqd hill
This movement was affected with lit-,tie. or no Interference on tho part Ofl
lhe Federals, and the new Un" formed
occupied a strong position, admirable
lot the concealment of the mounted
men aid with a commanding eminence!
of Breathed s guns, srnl a string stone1,
{> nre ior the line of dismounted sharp-
showers fin the Federal side the
Second and Third Massachusetts and
Ser'.nd Wisconsin Infantry, supportedb: the ether regiments of Ames's brln-;
nd«-. wen pushed forward and hotly
engaged Lee's sharpshooters unde-'
Colonel John P ChambUss Chum-
bliss" line tv.-is broken and a part of
his force raptured.
Tre sixth Pennsylvania Cavalry, un¬

der rejonel TOylor, which had tn th*
n ir so distinguished Itself by a

brilliant charge on the llontederate
«uns near St. James Church, were

quick to take advantage of the open¬
ing which tho Infantry had effected,
and pushed forward In fine order,
bearing down upon the lino of sharp¬
shooters behind the atone fence, put¬
ting them to flight and making somn
captures. No sooner had thle regiment
reached the top of the hill behind
which Lees mounted regiments wore
In lino than tho Ninth Virginia, led byColonel Heul«, assailed them with tho
tahte, breaking them Into contusion
and forcing them back, not along the
lino of thell retreat, but directly on
the stone fence through which thero
was but a narrow opening, and deal¬
ing them tome heavy blows during the
cccesary delay in forcing their way

through it They wero followed byfh< n 61 the Ninth at a gallop through
tho ueld beyond the fence to the edgo
of the woods, where a Föderal battery
had gotten Into position. A good many
ot tho prisoners which the Federals
hod taken were released by this)
The Pennsylvantans had scarcely

been driven lrom tho hill before tho
Second United States regulars dashed
ui on it along the lino of the previous
charge, uttucklng the Ninth Virginia,
on the flank, and forcing them back In
u Severe hand-to-rand encounter. At
this Juncture the Second North Caro¬
lina Regiment, dashingly led by lta
young Colonel, Sol Williams, reachedtho hill, and swept the regulars back,
pursuing them almost to the mouth
ot the cannon. A charge by the Tenth
Virginia Cavalry in co-operation wttlv
thai .1 the Second North Carolina vnd-
,; the combat In the .addle in thia

quarter Of the held. Tho gallant Col-
:,-l of the latter regiment, Sol Wil¬

liams, had fallen, pierced In the brain
with a pistol ball. Qcncral Leo. had
beori wounded In the leg, and Captain
Charles Caulftcld. of the Second Rogu-
lars. lay deud on the field.
Colonel T. T, Munford. commanding

three regiments of Fit.-. Lee's brigade,
long delayed In coining by reason ot
some uncertainty In his orders, had
r« ached the loft of Lee's line and gavo
Important support during these stir-
ting engagements. Ills sharpshootorstinder Captains James Brockenrldgo
and Q. D. White, had boon pushed for¬
ward engaging Buford's sklrlmlshefs
und the supporting Infantry.

It. :oon b> it- "Voicnt that Buford
had .commenced to retreat towards
Ceverly's Ford Three of Breithed's
pieces were advanced, and .irttvel»"
served on the Federal column Colourl
John R Chatnbllss. now commmdinn
Lee's brigade, and Colonel Munford
with his three regiments (First. Sec¬
ond and third l followed the retreating
foe without making any further attarU.
They moved over ground on which at
Intervals lay Federal dead and across
a Held strewn With fallen horses

In lf-il Cluy Knight took Up four:
hundred acres on Mclford Haven.'
which he called Eagle's Nest. Tall|
primeval pines no doubt towered
about tint quiet haven. and tho!

igli Soared ar,,i nested there, sure
of their nr.-t regret to this slquestued
spot. Did ijuy Knight frighten the

I eagles away, or did tho great birds
.'till nest there after he had gono?
It Is not known. Ouy had a son.
Thomas, we think, and a daughter-
ill-law, Ann: for these In 1700 hud
a son Thomas, perhaps the grand
son of tho emigrant. This i* all
about them, but the name still exists
In Virginia, and perhaps has this Ori¬
gin;

In Ho"i6 no less a personage than,
the Rev. Justlmnn Aylmer took up a]prant of 495 acres on Moob .lack Bay,
. ast side e>f Pepper's Creek. Where
Is Popper'« Creek? He married well.!
Ills wife was tho daughter of Wll-
liam Armiste.nl House, anil Colonel'
Anthony Elliot's widow. She was

'.born Frances ArmistCad. She didn't
slop either with her ecclesiastical
husband, but married, third, Christo-
phus Wotneley..
The Rev. Justlmnh rones down the

ages with a reputation gained entire¬
ly from an attraction with Mr. Thomas
llushrod. The later was a devoted
Quaket an j he resisted most heartily
the restraint put upon thosn excellent
people In earlier times.
Upon a certain Friday the Rev.

.l'istmnn «nrt Mr. Runhrod chanced
upon the snip Elisabeth at the name
moment. Mr. Aylmer deposes that ho
was "about his occasions, and about,
to lake leave of Mr. Augustine Wnr-
lier, when he heard Mr. Rushre'd talk-
'.ng excitedly with a Mr. Iken aml|Mr. Warner. Mr. Rushr-d wns round¬
ly abusing the IVeyerend rhliip Mul-
lory and Mr. AylmeY desired Mr.
Bushrod to forbear* abusing of him."
as Mr. Mallory was not present to
answer him. whereupon Mr, Bushrod
exclaimed:
"Hang!!. Von are a couple of

Fplscopal knaves!"
Mr. Iken answered, "Phy! Mr. Bush-

rod! are you not a.< trained to r.husc
gentlemen In orders?"
Mr Bushrod again replied. "Hang!'

They uro untochrlstH come from the
Pope," and continued to de late that
the Quakers should meet, and th:.t hit
v.-lfe should not come to church, and
he defied Mr. Warner to come and lake
them If they durst. This was In !6<*<l.
This llttlo encounter occurred roon
after tho Governor hail pardoned]
seme Quakers for meeting ami had
Iahnouned, "That all women who
should continue their unlawful meet-!
Ing and broach their 'sehlsmatlcall
'und Horellnair would be Imprlsoni
necordlnK to low" Mr Aylmer pre-,
sented a charge ngalnst Mr. Bush¬
rod, and tho latter was conveyed to
I rlron hy a guard of sit soldlnra

Mr. Aylmer was buying . ourvUnt
from the good ship Elizabeth, when
bo heard Mr Rushrod's hirsh langu¬
age. He called Mr. Aylmer "a lying
knave." "an ugly vogue." "a blind
rogue".all. we must confess, most
painful and humullatlng epithets
which Mr. Aytmor Justly resented.
Tho Quakers were sharp thorrta tn

the flesh of tho established Church.
The clergy regarded them aa fearful
menace., to the Episcopacy, an 1 the
Quakers possensed a fiery zeal, which
drove them lo bold Judgment meet¬
ings In defiance to the Kin*. Bush-
rod challenged no tress a aortal pow¬
er than Augustine Warner to destroy
these meetings. Mr. Aylmer was onlyjtwehty-aix when these sortoun com-1
plications nocitirred, but we take off-
our bat to him for ftirn'Shlng us with;
this dramatic Incident |o enliven one;
land grant.

lie was first minister of Hampton
Parrlsh and then of Jamestown. He!
died early and left a son In the old
M'ddleSOX Register It I« rerorde tie.',
"Captain Wermaley's wife':- sein,
Aylmer, dyed the (fith and was
burled the l«th. January. in the
Chancell, near the south end of tho

communion table. His mother sur¬
vived him nlxteon years, and he most
probably was burled beside his fa¬
ther. And with him the pretty name
ends In Virginia.

The York cOUnty courl records from
which he takes tho grant of Alvmer
and Bushrod la full of quaint pathoTi
and humors.

For Instance, On tho 10th of
January, lfitil. the Jury setting uponthe body of Walter Cat ford, who, for
wnnt of grace, took a grindstone and
it roape and tied It about his middle
and CröiWod his thlghos and most
barbarously went and drowned hlm-
self, contrary to the law of tho Klnrr
and his country, who Is found j-ullly
of his own death by this Jury."

In this age many softer from want
of graco.
The year lS.lo some English colonist

brought with them a hoy of twelve
years of Irish descent, They landed on
thi> James Blver, Virginia. This boy,when he grow to manhood, married
tio daughter of one of these English¬
men. Her name was Elisabeth or
.Cettie. daughter .|' William Byrd
or Bird They had a s in. named Si¬
mon, and he also had a son Simon,
who married a Sarah Dukes, nnd they
moved to South Carolina, where their
descendants now live. Can any one
give any Information" Was there)
noth<r William Byrd other than the

one at Westover, for he seems not
to have bad a daughter by this name?
There war, a Francis Flneher. who

married Hannah Mclunklnand came to
South Carolina from Virginia. Also
Francis Finch er, Jr.; son of above,
who martled Rebecca Edmonrtson.
fan any one give name of the father
of Rebecca Edmondson? They were In
this colony; Spencer Bobo, Sampson
Bubo, Lewis Bobo. Edward Musgrove.
Any Information on llm-e linen please
add. MRS L D CHILDS.

Plain street,
,,,, Columbia, S. C.

We kr.ow of ho other William Bird
of that period.. Ed.

Editor Genealogy Column:
Wanted. Information on the follow¬

ing;
Skinner..'antes Skinner, married

Mary, died July 13, 1871, at Qneens-
t'.wtt, Ireland, Will tiled at Jamacla,
I I. Children: Jane, married Edward
Austin, of Brooklyn; Edward, Elisa,
Isabella, born after 1S51; Clara, born
after 1351; Sarah, horn after 1S51.
James W. Skinner, of Rlpley, X. V.,

died May H. 1896. Children: J. T.,
born lioroio 1ST I. of Chicago: Belle,
born beforo 1»7I. married-Cur¬
rent, ot Northeast Pennsylvania; Eld;*
M of Rlpley. probably Ella. Ref.
Will at Mnyvllle, N. Y.

Jcptlta Skinner, of Novi Midi., born
June SÖ, l mix married Deborah Cum«
toIns. Sim wus born September 1S90,

!. November 10. i.V.''.'. supervisor,
in Westmoreland Oncldt) county.

I lud Harriet F.. born Beverly. Canada,
July S3. 1334, ttmrrled as second wife,
O. tober i. 18GS, Sandusky Kellogg,
born Marcellus N. Y December 28,

Retstdeiics NiorthvUle, Mich.
Reference tho Kollegs Gene
John Stuart Skinner, of Bristol,

Eng. married Ann Had William
Stuart, barn about 17.fi. married Ann
Popo. dadghter of the deceased Abra-
ham Barno*. and hla relict. Mercy, in
N II. State, born about 1757. widow.
Evldenco pres-nt John Chambers,Leonard Rush, all of Philadelphia.
July is. 17*4. Reference Öld Swede*
Church, Philadelphia.

John Skinner married Jonnle H.
Will proved. Albany. N Y-. May 25.
lf%2. Had four children alt minor»
John Skinner married Elizabeth. Had

Elizabeth, married John Humphrey,
died July 22, 1831 Reference courier
,<. ßnpulrer frinffato» N. Y.>. July 23,

John J Skinner married Ida White.
N' ivftmbei l"'. 1871. Children Anna
Louise, horn May .'..>. 1*7*. Cora Dalln.
born May 1-'. I?:*. died September .1,
is: Ida i. ihlri born June 19, tH77,
n .,. t >77 Arthur Johnson,
».. -ii Jantt iry i". IS"3. died July is,
1; ;:. Mac- Edith, born Marit l, 1R8J; tu

brirfi «eptembe. 5. 18S3. Ret'
ct'nce Woburn, Mass., records.


